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PROPOSEDUSE OF THE PLENARYPOWERSTO VALI-
DATE THE TRIVIAL NAME" KNORRI" VOLTZ, 1828 (AS
PUBLISHED IN THE COMBINATION" OSTREAKNORRH"

(CLASS PELECYPODA)

By P. C. SYLVESTER-BRADLEY, B.Sc.

{University of Sheffield, Department of Geologxj, Sheffield, England)

(Commission's reference Z.N.(S.)626)

1. The small ribbed oyster, abundant in the Bathonian of Switzerland,

Germany, France and England, and known as Ostrea hnorri, has been extensively

quoted under that name in the palaeontological and stratigraphical Uterature

of all four countries for 120 years, as also in geological textbooks (for examples,

see Arkell, 1934 : 18-23).

2. In Lorraine, in Switzerland and in Germany, the oyster has been used

as a stratigraphical index, such terms as " couches a knorri " or " Knorri-

schichten " occurring frequently in stratigraphical literature.

3. In 1887 de Grossouvre (:516) pointed out that the name Ostrea knorri

Voltz, 1828, was a junior homonym of 0. knorri Defrance, 1821. He proposed

the new name 0. lotharingica for " Ostrea knorri Voltz in Zieten." De Gros-

sou\Te's name has been adopted very seldom since its publication.

4. Lissajous (1923 : 143) agreed that 0. knorri Voltz was invaUd, but

considered the name 0. gibriaci Martin, 1863, to be synonymous, and therefore

used it in preference to 0. lotharingica de Grossouvre, 1887. Most previous

and subsequent authors beUeved 0. gibriaci to be distinct from 0. knorri.

The name has therefore not been adopted as a substitute for 0. knorri.

5. RoUier (1911 : 272) made 0. knorri Voltz the type of a new subgenus,

Catinula.

6. The oyster 0. knorri Defrance, 1821, has long been recognised as a

synonym of 0. gryphoides Schlotheim, 1813. Consequently the name is never

used, and no nomenclatural confusion could arise if it were to be suppressed.

7. Arkell (1934 : 17) stated the nomenclatural position as here set out,

and continued to use the name 0. knorri Voltz.

8. Cox and Arkell (1948 : 20), in a nomenclatural revision of Bathonian

mollusca, were bound by the Rules to adopt the name 0. lotharingica for this

oyster, but Dr. Arkell supports the present apphcation to vaUdate 0. knorri

Voltz.

9. In view of the fact that this oyster has such stratigraphical importance

over so wide an area, I would urge that the name by which it is universally

known stands in special need of protection. Hence I am proposing that the

Commission use their plenary powers to suppress the name 0. knorri Defrance,

thus vaUdating 0. knorri Voltz.

1 0. The name 0. lotJiaringica de Grossouvre was proposed, not as a substitute

for " 0. knorri Voltz ", but for " 0. knorri Voltz in Zieten ". The oysters
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described by Zieten (1832 : 60, pi. xlv) under this name, from Geisingen in

Germany, while close to the types of 0. knorri from Muttenz in Switzerland,

possess certain morphological differences, and may come from a different horizon.

Should the name 0. knorri Voltz be validated, therefore, it would be possible

to. argue that the name 0. lotharingica appHed to an allied but different species,

when both names would stand. Hence it is not proposed that the name 0.

lotharingica be placed on the Official hidex of Rejected and Invalid Specific

Trivial Names in Zoology.

11. The recommendations that I now submit are, therefore, that the

International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature should :

—

(1) use the plenary powers to suppress the trivial name knorri Defrance,

1821 (as published in the binominal combination Ostrea knorri)
;

(2) place the foregoing trivial name on the Official Index of Rejected and

Invalid Specific Trivial Names in Zoology : and

(3) place the trivial name knorri Voltz ,1828 (as published in the binominal

combination Ostrea knorrii) on the Official List of Specific Trivial

Names in Zoology.
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